OTHER DISCOVERIES AND INTERESTS
found great difficulty, however, in raising the necessary capital of
300,000 kronen; and for this reason he applied to Alfred Nobel,
who was staying at San Remo, in February, 1895, explaining Ms
scheme in a letter. The reply was favourable, and they met at
Stockholm in the summer of that year, when Nobel considered the
Bengtsfors scheme in detail, and decided to join in forming the
company, and to subscribe 100,000 kronen. He was no doubt
influenced by his personal confidence in Lilljequist, to which he
was to give further expression later, when he appointed him as an
executor of his will.
Alfred Nobel intended himself also to carry out electro-chemical
experiments at Bjorkborn. He was particularly interested irt the
production of metallic sodium by electrolysis, for which purpose
special apparatus of a new design was procured. These experiments
too, however, were interrupted by his death.
In the latter years of his life especially, when he was endeavouring
to free himself from administrative and commercial activities in
order to be able to devote his undivided energies to his main
interest of experiment and research, Alfred Nobel gave his financial
support in numerous instances to the working out of discoveries,
in which his personal interest as inventor was inconsiderable or
non-existent. We have already mentioned some examples of this,
and amongst the inventors whose work Nobel assisted financially
were the brothers Birger, and Frederik Ljungstrom (later known
as constructors of steam-turbines, etc.). In 1895 they invented
the first bicycle with variable gear, the so-called Svea-velocipede;
Nobel interested himself in the exploitation of this invention
in England, and invested £40,000 in the New Cycle Company,
formed for that purpose. This company, however, was not
successful, and was compelled to go into liquidation after some
time. Nobel also advanced the money required for constructiag
a boiler designed by Frederik Ljungstrom. He bore the expense

